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The prcbtemsarising
in stem-setl research
REGENERATTVE medicine Promises
great things, andwould amount to
one of humankind's great achieve-
ments. But it isworrying that as a
nation,we are prepared to Pursue a
research agenda despite the possibility
that in doing so we are destroYing 

_

human pers-ons. Ttre newly-created
RosIn ee[s Centre,which will zuPPIY
embrvonic stem cells to researchers
*a 

"1r*p*i"s,will'sell 
cells from

livine embrvos. destoved ih the
p.o""erb, *i t:tim aaufts, or umbilical
Lord matter, orfrom embryos that
have died.This is the case despite the
fact that some o(these altemative
forms:of iri*earchhave shown m6re
il;ise mia" emtryonic stern-cell'
isearch;driehkrbhrlnser&ali,,.
developing hirman beingg and on
which ethical opinion is divided.

Arewe at all concemed aboutthe
unnecessarlr destruction of human
embryos?There are already more
than 1.10,000 frozen human embryos
stored in the UKwhichare polEntitrlly
available for this kind of research,
and 18,fi)0 human embryos have
alreadybeen destroyedbYUK ..

scientists: Yet we, qontintre,tot increase
tt 

"se "r*U"tt, 
igporiirg ethicd, ',

arUGw, niti"6 ibout tIe status oJ the
;fi6. ;; i"tt ttr"tt uirer. rne
Roslii Cellscenhe cannot scientifi-
callv prove that embryos have no
*d"i;t"nc roi can"the Catholic
Churchprove they:do, .

Yet th6 befeft of onesection of-the
pcirrdation, seeking to' protect human
ieisons of all stages, arb being
ilisresarded in favourofthe belieft of
unotfrer, seeking to provide new
oowerfr .rl medical treatnents, The
iuestion that mustbe answered iswhy
tlriS is the case,when there are other
options that can zuPPortboth aims.
AG it is, Scotland is iust carrying on,
seemingly unconcerned.
David Moyes,
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