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Danger that new law could
lead to a greater uptake in
assisted suicide

Society may start to view ill and disabled
people as having less worth, who may
themselves then feel that they are a
burden on society, writes Louisa Ward

n September 2021 Liam
I McArthur MSPinitiateda

bill in the Scottish Parlia-
ment which would enable “com-
petentadults who are terminally
ill to be provided at their request
with assistance to end their life”.

After a huge response to the
public consultation, this bill is
nowbeingfurther consideredand
is expected to be proposed to the
Scottish Parliament. Similar leg-
islation has been passed in other
partsoftheworld including Swit-
zerland, Belgium, and Canada.

In Canada, “medical assistance
indying” (MAID) wasintroduced
in June 2016 as an option for peo-
ple with chronic illnesses or dis-
abilities. This legislation was
then amended in 2021 to remove
the requirement that the indi-
vidual’s death must be reasona-
bly foreseeable in order to be eli-
gible for assisted suicide. Since
2016, almost 14,000 people have
accessed this service which ena-
bles them to end their lives.

However, some groups may
be more drawn to assisted sui-
cide than others. Indeed, a young
woman in Toronto is soon to get
final approval for her request to
access medically assisted death.
Denise, 31, suffered a spinal cord
injury six years ago and conse-
quently uses a wheelchair. In
addition, she hasbeen diagnosed
with a condition which can trig-
ger “rashesand breathingdifficul-
ties”, as well as potentially caus-
ing full paralysis on one side of
the body and difficulty in speak-
ingand breathing.

After being unsuccessful in her
search for an affordable apart-
ment which would meet her
needs, Denisesubmitted arequest
for “medically assisted death”,
which was described as “surpris-
ingly easier”. However, such an
outcome is very concerning as it
impliesthataccesstoassisted sui-
cide is much more available, and
moreeasilyaccessed, than afford-
able housing for people with dis-
abilities.

This highlights the additional
barriers faced by people on low
incomes, which may make them

more likely to resort to assisted
suicide. Even whenone of Denise’s
doctors got involved, explaining
that Denise needed an "imme-
diate move for her safety”, they
were still unable to find appro-
priate accommodation. It would
appear that Denise felt her only
option was toapply for medically
assisted death.

But this is deeply concerning
because it suggests apathy on
behalfofthe governmenttowards
its disabled citizens as it is more
accommodating to those who
want to end their lives than those
whodonot.

The debates in Canada are
becoming ever more relevant in
Scottish society due to the pro-
posed bill to allow assisted sui-
cide. Many in Scotland are con-
cerned about the introduction of
this bill for a number of reasons.
This is because, as discussed,
some very sick and disabled
people who are on low incomes
may face additional barriers
with regards to accessing medi-
cal care. As a result, they may be
morelikely to turn toassisted sui-
cideasan escape. This could lead
to a greater uptake in assisted
suicide among people with low
incomes, which mayincrease the
divideamongthesocio-economic
classes.

In addition, many are con-
cerned thatwith theintroduction
of assisted suicide a danger may
exist if society begins to view ill
anddisabled peopleashavingless
value and worth, who may them-
selvesthenfeel thattheyareabur-
den on society. With the legalisa-
tion of assisted suicide, these feel-
ings can quickly be turned into
drasticand lasting actions.

Therefore, the question to be
askediswhether Scotland should
follow Canadaand becomeasoci-
etywhereilland disabled people,
especially those living close to
the poverty line, are encouraged
to turn to assisted suicide due to
the way they and others perceive
their quality of life.

Louisa Ward, Research Associ-
ate, Scottish Council on Human
Bioethics

Scottish Council on

Human Bioethics

Bridging the gap in

Bridging loans help overcome
tricky situations where invoices
e are due but grants are yet to be

<

received, says Eileen Gardiner

rant funding has always
been crucial to the suc-
cess and growth of chari-

ties, community groups and social
enterprises. However, while grant
funding remains accessible, there
is undoubtedly more competition,
placinga strain on already stretched
resources of these organisations.

Grant application processes can
be complex, with different criteria to
meet depending on the funding body.
Research has shown that organisa-
tions of all sizes spend a significant
amount of their time and resources
applying for grants. A common chal-
lenge is that some of the funds are
delivered retrospectively. While such
delays may be temporary, they can
cause significant headaches in terms
of cash flowfororganisationsthatmay
not always have the required level of
reserves.

That's where lesser-known financial
products such as bridging loans can
help. The investment is designed to be
ashort-termsolution tohelporganisa-
tionsovercome those tricky situations
where invoices are due to be paid, but
grant funding is yet to be received. A
bridging loan allows projects to pro-
gress without delays and can assist
charities and social enterprises to
makekey purchases during thatinter-
val period. As the name suggests, it
bridges the gap between the two.

For Social Investment Scotland
(SIS), these loans are one of our more
straightforward types of investment,
yet they can also be one of the most
impactful. Organisations can apply
for anywhere between £10,000 and
£250,000,withaquickturnaroundand
set-up process. The bridging loan is
thenrepaidin full following theorgani-
sation receiving the grant funding.

Smaller community groups, in par-
ticular, can access smaller amounts of
finance that would perhaps be over-
looked by many high street finance
providers. We understand the impact
thatthesesmaller projectscanhaveon
local people and places.

We saw that first-hand very recently
through ourworkwith Lochaber Envi-
ronmental Group (LEG). Theorganisa-
tionisonamission tohelpcommunity
memberstoreducecarbonemissions.
One of its main aims is to encourage
active travel and earlier this year the
group launched an electric bike share
schemein Fort William.

LEG secured funding from the Low
Carbon Travel and Transport Chal-
lenge Fund as well as support from
European Regional Development
Funds, Transport Scotland, and High-
land Council to set up a scheme with
40 electric bikes, five charging hubs
and three virtual hubs. Three further
charging hubs will be installed over
thecomingmonthswith20morebikes
to be delivered. Of course, in order to
get the scheme up and running, there
was a significant capital investment
required for the purchase of the bikes.
Butgiven thatfundingwould comeret-
rospectively, Lochaber Environmental
GroupturnedtoSISforsupporttohelp
bridge the gap.

We provided the organisation with
two bridging loans, which meant
that plans could continue with the
grant monies reclaimed afterwards.
The scheme is now well established,
with electric bikes available for use at
affordable ratesin order to encourage
active travel in the community. Using
theschemeisbeneficial for healthand
wellbeingwhilereducingtheenviron-
mental impact associated with other
forms of transportation and helping

toeasetraffic congestion in the town.

Evenveryprofitablebusinessesexpe-
rienceshortfallsincashflowfromtime
to time, but for social enterprises and
charities, we understand how crucial
access to bridging loan finance can be
for unlocking grant funding. Our cus-
tomers often tell us that the projects
they deliver simply wouldn't be possi-
blewithoutabridgingloan,andothers
have gone on to secure grants for even
bigger projectsasaresult.
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community funds

The current economic landscape is
undoubtedlychallenging,and particu-
larlyworryingforthetypesoforganisa-
tionsweworkwith,sotheaffordability
of any kind of loan finance needs to be
considered. Bridging loans require a
degreeof planningandadmin tomake
sure that finance is available when
needed, butthelong-termresultsoften
speak for themselves.

Eileen Gardiner, investment man-
ager, Social Investment Scotland

/I Lochaber Environmental Group launched an electric bike share schemein

Fort William.
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Schools art
competition
encourages
pupils to
look again at
natural world

Young people may find an
interest and possibly even a
career protecting our rural
areas, says Iona Laing

eneed tobecreativein
how we engage with
youngsters. That’s

why as pupils return to school for
the beginning of a new school year
we have once again launched our
GWCT Schools Art Competition
across Perthand Kinross, Angusand
Aberdeenshire.

Youngsters are invited to submit
a piece of artwork showing their
favourite species of British game or
wildlife in its natural habitat.

The aim of the competition is
to encourage pupils to do a little
researchintosome of our native spe-
cies of game and wildlife and, in the
process, learn more about these ani-
mals and birds, their preferred hab-
itat and what they eat. The more
youngsters can be encouraged to
engage in these topics and find out

information then the more they will
learn about the countryside and
hopefully goonto find a passion and
interest, and possibly even a career
thatinvolvesworkinginand protect-
ing our rural environment.

Oneexcitingaspectofthisyear’sart
competitionisthe newformatforthe
prizegiving. Thiswill be staged at Fin-
gask Castle, Perthshire and pupils,
parentsand teacherswill all be invit-
ed to come and enjoy a day of activi-
ties including falconry displays, see-
ing gun dogs at work, art workshops
in the castle, game cookery and tast-
ing and estate activities organised
by Scotland’s regional moorland
groups.

Of course,ourregular prizesoffarm
visits and art workshops will also be
awarded, as well as art materials,
books, vouchers and certificates.

The GWCT Schools Art Competi-
tion which has steadily expanded
over the years is only possible with
the support of other organisations
including the Royal Highland Edu-
cation Trust (RHET) and Scotland’s
regional moorland groups. It would
alsonotbe possible without the help
of the artists who both judge the
entries and offer prizes.

Julian Jardine of Jardine Gallery,
Perth has supported the competi-
tion for over 15 years offering clay
workshops as prizes. Mel Shand, the
Finzean-based wildlife artist wel-
comes winners to her home where
they can enjoy private art lessons,
and this year we also welcome Emily
Crookshank, whosestudioisin Glen-
shee, to the competition team. Emily
wasoneofour Artistsin Actionatthe
2022 GWCT Scottish Game Fair,and

her artis inspired by the wilds of the
Cairngorms. So, this year is particu-
larly exciting. In addition, we have
opened up the competition to cover
the whole of Aberdeenshire offer-
ing the opportunity for many more
pupils to get involved. I can’t wait to
see the talent that comes in from all
regions.

Engaging our youngsters in the
countryside and some of the valu-
able conservation work the Trust is
involved in is a part of GWCT’s mis-

sion and, whilst playing just a
small part, we hope to inspire
long term interest in protecting
gameand wildlifeand their habi-
tats for generations to come.
Information packsarebeingsent
out to all schools and will also be
available on the GWCT website
www.gwct.org.uk/schoolarthttp://
www.gwct.org.uk/schoolart
IonaLaing, Education and
Events Scotland, Game and
Wildlife Conservation Trust
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